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the  seacoast,   barricades which,   defended   by   100 men,
might well have stopped 10,000 in those days.

Having regained their ship (which they loaded with
hides and sarsaparilla, a poor cargo in place of the gold
and silver they had anticipated) they set sail, and after
some hesitation attacked and took the town of Coros.
But this also contained nothing of any value; so it was
burnt to the ground in vain spite. After this, disasters
fell on the English fleet. One of the ships was blown
away in a tempest and separated from her companions for
a time; and when this was recovered the whole expedition
sailed over to the Island of Hispaniola and anchored off
the south coast of Haiti. Here a great sickness fell on the
fleet, so that eighty men died from a form of dysentery.
The English ships which had followed the fortunes of
Amias Preston parted company with him, and by the
time he reached the coast of Jamaica his fleet only con-
sisted of his own ship and that of Captain Somers, and
a small pinnace. Off Cuba they met with the expedition
of Sir Walter Raleigh returning from his " discovery of
Guiana" and his surprise of the Island of Trinidad.
They designed to return home in his company, but, con-
trary winds having blown them apart, Preston and Somers
found it necessary to sail back to England by way of New-
foundland.

At the end of January, 1596, Captain LAURENCE KEY-
MIS, who had been one of Raleigh's ship captains in the
expedition of 1595, was sent back by him to prosecute
further discoveries in that direction; in fact he left for
Guiana only about two months after returning from
Trinidad. He was furnished (probably entirely at Ra-
leigh's expense) with two vessels: the Darling of London,
and a small pinnace, the Discoverer. Keymis sailed in